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Introduction/Overview

m Personal/Professional Background
n Historicall Perspectives
s [he LLecal Importance ofi Public Lands

s Innevatiens In Grazing Management on
Public Lands

m Questions



Backgrounad

= Personal = Professional

n Lifelong Sierra Nevada m Macon Brothers
resident Auctioneers

n Graduate off UC Davis n California Cattlemen’s
(1990) Association

n Currently live in m California Farm \Water
Auburn Coalition

m Part-time s AgResource Solutions
farmer/rancher = California Rangeland

s Past President — Califi.- Trust
Pacific Section, Society. = High Sierra RC&D
for Range Council

Management
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High Sierra RC&D

= Nonprofit council
dedicated to
sustainable resource-
PASed econemic
develepment anad
naturall reseurce
conservation efforts




Rangelands Defined

m NRCS: Land oniwhich the historic climax plant community Is

predominantly grasses, grass like plants, forbs, or shrubs.
Includes land re- vegetated naturally or artificially: when routine
management of that vegetation Is accemplished mainly through
manipulatien ofi grazing. Rangeland includes native or
naturalized grasslands, savanna, shrublands, most deserts,
tundra, alpine communities, coastal marshes and wet meadows.

O Cowboy: Land that is too cold, too high, too dry or too
steep to grow anything else!

= Approximately 40 million acres In
California (half of which Is public land)
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Historical Perspectives

s Historically, ranchers = The Homestead Act

and livestock have and other federal
follewed the high policies failed to
guality feed recognize the realities
s Livestock graze in the of ranching and
valley and foothills farming| in the arid
(private land) in the \\West
Winter-andispring » 160 acres of eastern
m As lower elevations Lassen County
dry out, livestock are rangeland will support
moved to the one cow-calf pair or

mountains seven sheep
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Historical Perspectives

x Public Land grazing s Forage provided by public
allotments are tied to a land Is often critical to
“home ranch” (a.k.a. — Individual ranching
Dase property) Operations.

s Land and/or water can be s Is grazing on federallland
considered ase property. a right or a privilege?

s Some ranching families :
have been using these = Public lands are far more
“allotments” since before Important te ranching in
the Forest Service or BLM the West than they are
existed elsewhere

s —1/2 of the cattle in the
West spend at least part of
their lives on public lands



property of ; 5 ,,\ :-
ranchers wha" Toma Ke Use of fer i 72 ,
include acre?d assiehderas "-._"‘--ge' _*”
several thous ffd”'ﬂ'cme!theie%ﬂ%ls a testamenhtto a i
owner's commitment to the local area, and is supposed to
guard against despoiling the range. The success of this thinking
IS not certain.
Paul Starrs
University of Nevada, Reno



Historical Perspectives
Grazing Fees

m Private Land Lease

Generally higher quality
feed

Exclusive use

Better facilities (fences,
corrals, etc.)

Cleser to tramsportation

Lower death loss

s Public Land Grazing Fee

Generally lower guality
feed

More extensive operation
(greater acreage)

Multiple' use
Utilization| restrictions

Soeme facilities must be
“reconstructed” every year

Further from the “home
ranch” — higher
transportation costs

Higher death loss
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VWhat's at risk Ifiwe: lose
local resource-based
businesses?
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and fragmentatia

" impact the environment

At by disrupting W .,@7

migratéry route

damaging_u
function, and
vegetative commur
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Sprawl impacts
local
infrastructure and
the tax base by:

Increasing the need
for services (fire,
police, ambulance,
etc.)

Impacting roads, ) 25
r i .-.-' [ "'l.'.\" ' = . I = z - S T
sewer system, e v = =, N

e = '"_I—l'-.-.-_ .L.. .h
! 1 .:E = _.‘ﬂ B e o

Local
governments
rarely examine the
costs of servicing
new development

Photo: Paul Starrs



Innhovations

Management Planning and Moenitering
Managed Grazing

Off-Stream \Water Development
Controlling| Brush and Wooedy: VVegetation
Ripaiian; Resteration and Enhancement
Controlled Burmingl and: Prescribed! Fire
Native Grass Restoration

Multi-Species Grazing

Conservation Easements



Why do ranchers care about
stewarndship?

s Ranches are both homes
and businesses

n \We all want to live and work
I places that are
aesthetically pleasing ana
environmentally safe

s Ranchers are In the
business because they care
about the land and their
animals




Grazing Management and
Moniterng 1eeis

s Vanagement Planning

s Rangeland Water Quality: Management Plan
s Hoelistic Management

s NRCS Consenvation Plan

s Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points
(HACCP) Plan

s Other planning processes

= Monitoring
s Utilization versus, Trend




Grazing Management Tools

s Rotatienal Grazing

m Vary the timing, duration and intensity: of
Use on a particular plant

n Improve plant V|gor and composmon
m Viimicwilalieruse =

~ u Distribution ec hm'qu




Grazing Management Tools

n Off-stream water development

n Keep livestock away: from ripasian areas
and springs (to protect vegetation and
water quality)

n Ald In livestock distribution (especially
when used with minerals)

= Provide additional water for
s UCCE research




Grazing Management 100IS

m Brush and woeody: vegetation
control/removal

s Reduce threat ofi wildfire (Which protects

water guality)
s Increase forage productions« = =

= Blodgett Forest researchi ..o
m Goat research project

v o i
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Grazingli/l naciernent Tools

= Controlled Buiming prog.ra IS

n Controll Invasive Weeds
(starthistle, medusaliead,
blackberries, ete.)

m Encourage establishment. of
pative grasses

n [[INC programs



Grazing Management Tools

s Native perennial grass r
restoration e SRR
n Improve wildlife habitat

n Protect water guality.
(depending on what IS heing
replaced)

m Increase forage production
(depending on what Is being
replaced)

m [hree Creeks Ranch




Grazing Management 100IS

» Multi-species grazing
m different species; use rangelands differently.

m multiple species can help control iInvasive
plants, manage brush, ete.

m INcreased risk management opportunities
through diversification




Grazing Management Tools

s Consernvation Easements

n Allows landewners to realize development
value' off thelr land without develeping

m Provides fior transfer from one generation
o the next

s SHOULDN"TF PRESCRIBE RANGE
MANAGEMENT!

m CRT programs
s Malpal Borderlands Group



Grazing Management Tools

s Predator
Mianagement

s Use of fencing
and/er guard
animals; can reduce
predator losses

m “Predator Friendly”
marketing may be a
niche for some
producers.




Grazing and Ecological Health

x Properly managed grazing can Improve
ecological health
s NUutrient cyeling
m Disturbance
n Maintenance of open space
n Wildlife benefits
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Starrs Ecelogical Change Since

s Sierra Nevada Grazing in 1849, by George E. Gruell
Transition: The Roele of s Grazing for Change:
Eerest Senvice Grazing In Ranae and Watershed
the Foothill Ranches of Management SUceess
California, by Adriana Stories in California, by
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Websites

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (Www.beef.org)
California Cattlemen’s Association; (Wwiv.calcattelmen.org)
California Rangeland Trust (Wi, rangelandirust.org)

Malpai Berderlands Group: (Wiav.malpaiborderandsaroup. ord)
Califernia Wool Growers Association (WWW.\WoeIareWers.ora)
American Sheep Industry Assecliation (WAWAV.ShHEEepUSsa.ora)
Society for Range Management (Wi, randelands.orq)

California — Pacific Section — Seclety for Range Management
(WA CasKim. erd)

California Rangelands Research and Infermation Center
(hitp://caliiorniaranaeland. ucdavis.edus)

The Savery Center (Www.holistichianadenment. org)



http://www.beef.org/
http://www.calcattelmen.org/
http://www.rangelandtrust.org/
http://www.malpaiborderlandsgroup.org/
http://www.woolgrowers.org/
http://www.sheepusa.org/
http://www.rangelands.org/
http://www.casrm.org/
http://californiarangeland.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.holisticmanagement.org/
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